
Welcome to St Mary’s

Candlemas:

The Feast of the 

Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple

Simeon in the Temple

Rembrandt van Rijn

 



A bell is rung. Please stand.

Our candles are lit during the procession.

Lord, the light of your love is shining,

In the midst of the darkness, shining;

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us;

Set us free by the truth you now bring us,

Shine on me, shine on me.



Shine, Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father's glory;

Blaze, Spirit, blaze,

Set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow,

Flood the nations with grace and mercy;

Send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light!



Lord, I come to your awesome presence,

From the shadows into your radiance;

By the blood I may enter your brightness,

Search me, try me, 

consume all my darkness.

Shine on me, shine on me.



Shine, Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father's glory;

Blaze, Spirit, blaze,

Set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow,

Flood the nations with grace and mercy;

Send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light!



As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness.

Ever changing from glory to glory,

mirrored here, 

may our lives tell your story.

Shine on me, shine on me



Shine, Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father's glory;

Blaze, Spirit, blaze,

Set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow,

Flood the nations with grace and mercy;

Send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light!



We meet in the name of God:

(+) Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God be with you.

And also with you.



Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated 

the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now we recall the day on which he was 

presented in the Temple, 

when he was offered to the Father, 

and shown to his people.



As a sign of his coming among us, 

his mother was purified, 

as we now come to him for cleansing. 

In their old age, Simeon and Anna 

recognized him as their Lord, 

as we today sing of His glory. 



In this Eucharist, we celebrate

both the joy of his coming and his 

searching judgement, looking back to the 

day of his birth, and forward to the        

coming days of his Passion. 

We light our candles as a sign 

of commitment to be lights in the world.



We light our candles and then hold them up 

to be blessed. 

The President says:

Sovereign God, 

the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people

the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 



and bless (+) these kindling flames 

by which we light up this temple 

to your glory, 

so that we may have the darkness 

of our souls dispelled, 

and serve you with joy for ever, 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



Hear the words of 

our Saviour Jesus Christ:

‘I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me shall never walk in 

darkness but shall have the light of life.’ 

So let us bring our sins into God’s light 

confessing them in penitence and faith.



We sing led by the children and choir:

Lord, have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy on us all.

Lord, have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy on us all.



Christ, have mercy,

Christ have mercy,

Christ have mercy on us all.

Christ, have mercy,

Christ have mercy,

Christ have mercy on us all.



Lord, have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy on us all.

Lord, have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy on us all.



God is light and illuminates all creation 

with goodness and mercy 

in Jesus the Christ, 

who forgives (+) you your sins,

and brings light and peace, 

now and for ever. Amen.

The presiding priest announces 

God’s forgiveness



We praise God as we sing:

Gloria! Gloria! 

In Excelsis Deo!

During the Gloria we are sprinkled 

with the blessed water as a sign of 

the forgiveness we have received. 



The presiding priest 

leads us in the Collect,

the prayer for the day.



Lord Jesus Christ,

light of the nations and glory of Israel:

make your home among us,

and present us pure and holy

to your heavenly Father,

your God, and our God. Amen.



Please blow out 

your candles.



We are seated for the 

first reading 

Let us hear what the 

Spirit is saying 

to the Church:

Thanks be to God.

The Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple – Jen Noton (USA)



We are seated for the

second reading 

Let us hear what the Spirit 

is saying to the Church:

Thanks be to God.

Art from Keur Moussa Abbey Church, 

Keur Moussa, Senegal, West Africa



Alleluia!
We stand to greet the Gospel.



God be with you.

And also with you.

Hear (+++) the Gospel of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke.

Glory to You, O Lord.



This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.



THE SERMON

Please be seated.

The Dedication of Jesus 

Satheesan A.K.

(India) 



Please stand as you are able, 

as we affirm our faith.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.



We believe in God 

the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Let us pray.

We stand to come before 

God in prayer.

After each petition we say:

Jesus, light of the nations:

shine upon us.

Modern Coptic Icon 



At the end of the prayers, the 

presiding priest says a concluding 

collect, to which we respond: Amen.          



Please stand
The presiding priest 

introduces the Peace. 
                          

.The God who calls Jesus ‘beloved’, 

speaks also to us, adopts us as children, 

and empowers us with the good news 

of God’s justice and peace.



The peace of God be always with you.

And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.



The Presentation of Christ in the Temple - Kelly Latimore (USA)



Longing for light, 

we wait in darkness,

Longing for truth, 

we turn to you.

Make us your own, 

your holy people,

light for the world to see.



Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church 

gathered today.



Longing for peace, 

our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, 

many despair.

Your word alone 

has power to save us.

Make us your living voice.



Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church 

gathered today.



Longing for food, 

many are hungry.

Longing for water, 

many still thirst.

Make us your bread, 

broken for others,

shared until all are fed.



Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church 

gathered today.



Many the gifts, 

many the people,

many the hearts 

that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants 

to one another,

making your kingdom come.



Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church 

gathered today.



The priest says prayers over the gifts.

With this bread that we bring: 

We will remember Jesus.

With this wine that we bring:

We will remember Jesus.

Bread for Christ’s body, 

wine for Christ’s blood, 

gifts of God to this table we bring.

We will remember Jesus.



May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to 

 our generous God.

It is right to give 

thanks and praise.



The Presentation 

Nicholas Mynheer 

(UK)



The Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy, holy

Lord of power, 

Lord of might.

heav’n and earth are filled with glory.

Sing hosanna evermore.



(+) Blest and holy, 

blest and holy,

He who comes 

from God on high.

Raise your voices, 

sing his glory,

praise his name for evermore.

Please kneel when you hear a bell rung. 

The Benedictus.



The Presentation 

in the Temple

Sadao Watanabe 

(Japan)



Together we remember that 

Jesus is always with us and say: 

When we eat this bread 

and drink this cup 

which you have given us,

we proclaim your death 

and rising until you come 

again, Christ Jesus.



The Presentation

Angelo De Fonseca 

(India)



We stand together, and 

raise our hands, to join 

in the Lord’s Prayer

Believing the promises of God,

let us pray with confidence as 

our Saviour has taught us:



Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our

daily bread, 



and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen.



We break this bread to share 

in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, 

we are one body,

because we all share 

in one bread.



Lamb of God,

you take away the sin,

the sin of all the world.

give us mercy, give us mercy,

give us mercy, Lamb of God.  

Repeat



Lamb of God,

you take away the sin,

the sin of all the world.

grant us peace, Lord.

grant us peace, Lord,

grant us peace, O Lamb of God.



Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, 

blessed are those who are called 

to this supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to 

receive you, but only say 

the word and I shall 

be healed.



If you normally receive communion in your 

own Church, you are very welcome  

to do so here.  You are also welcome to 

simply receive a blessing by keeping your 

hands by your side. 



We receive communion from standing 

stations.  Please come up the centre aisle 

and return to your seat via the side aisles.  

You are under no compulsion to receive the 

chalice if you feel there is an infection risk, 

but please do not dip as this is 

more risky.



Mary and Joseph 

came to the temple

Brought the boy Jesus, 

offered him there.

People were waiting 

wanting to greet him,

Long had they sought him, 

solace for care.



Anna had prayed there, 

widowed, long waiting;

Worshipping God 

by day and by night.

Now she is praising, 

filled with elation;

Here is God's promise, 

Christ is her light.



Simeon sings now, 

God proffers blessing,

Brilliantly gilding 

dawn of his day;

Light in the darkness, 

never extinguished,

Light of all nations, 

light up our way.



Baby Jesus Presented 

in the Temple

‘Jesus Mafa’

(Cameroon)



The presiding priest leads us 

in a prayer of thanksgiving

for the Eucharist.

Let us pray.



Lord, you fulfilled the hope of 

Simeon and Anna,

who lived to welcome the Messiah:

may we, who have received these gifts 

beyond words,

prepare to meet Christ Jesus 

when he comes to bring us to eternal life;

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.



The Notices

are on the 

pew sheet

The Presentation

Laura James USA



CANDLEMAS PROCESSION

We light our candles and make our way 

to the font for the end of the service. 

This is on a separate sheet.

Let us proceed in peace

In the name of Christ, Amen. 



The silent stars shine down on us

with bright but sightless eye,

unmindful of our little earth,

of us who live and die.

Are we but grains of stranded sand

beside a cosmic sea

that lie unvalued and unseen

in such immensity?



Creator of all stars, you came

to grace our transient race,

in Christ you spoke a Word that broke

the silences of space.

Still through that Word you call our hearts

to know that we are known,

to trust we do not walk through time

unvalued and alone.



We see the star the wise men saw

and hope again is stirred.

We track the footprints left in time

by your incarnate Word.

We see them climb a lonely hill

where Love is left to die –

the Love that formed the farthest star

and hears the faintest cry.



O Christ, the bright and morning Star

whose radiance does not fade,

whose glory filled the universe

before the planets played:

come, heal our hearts, of blinding doubt

till faith shall end in sight.

Shine down upon our darkened earth

and conquer sin’s long night.



Please join us for coffee 

at the back of church
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